
 
 
  
  
  
  
Working Paper No. 594

  
  
Keep in mind

The series Working Papers on Economics is published by the Office for Economic Studies at the Banco
de la República (Central Bank of Colombia). The works published are provisional, and their authors are
fully responsible for the opinions expressed in them, as well as for possible mistakes. The opinions
expressed herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of Banco de la
República or its Board of Directors.

  
AUTHOR OR EDITOR

  
Alejandro Gaviria 

Carlos Medina

Jorge Andrés Tamayo

  
  

We use data of neighborhoods of Bogotá to assess the causal relation between their adolescent fertility
and their homicide rates. We find that neighborhoods with high adolescent fertility rates, and that have
low secondary enrollment and high crime rates at the moment the children of their teen mothers become
teenagers, are more likely to have higher homicide rates in the future, when those children reach their
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peak crime ages, estimated to be between 18 to 26 years old in violent cities of Colombia. The result is
robust to various specifications, and to modeling the spatial autocorrelation of homicides.

The points of view expressed in the document are those of the authors and do not represent those of the
Banco de la República or the Board of Directors. The authors are the only ones responsible for any error
in the document.  
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