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Abstract

This paper investigates the link between violent crime and immigration using data from

Colombian municipalities during the recent episode of immigration from Venezuela. The key finding is
that, following the closing and then re-opening of the border in 2016, which precipitated a massive
immigration wave, homicides in Colombia increased in areas close to the border with Venezuela.

Using information on the nationality of the victim, we find that this increase was driven by homicides
involving Venezuelan victims, with no evidence of a statistically significant increase in homicides in
which Colombians were victimized. Thus, in contrast to xenophobic fears that migrants might victimize
natives, it was migrants, rather than natives, who faced risks associated with immigration. Using

arrests data, there is no corresponding increase in arrests for homicides in these areas. Taken together,
these results suggest that the increase in homicides close to the border documented here are driven by
crimes against migrants and have occurred without a corresponding increase in arrests, suggesting that
some of these crimes have gone unsolved.
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