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Resumen del documento: This paper studies whether providing information on
funding opportunities and college premiums by degree-college pairs affects higher
education decisions in a developing country. We conducted a randomized controlled
trial in Bogotá, Colombia, on a representative sample of 120 urban public high
schools, 60 of which received a 35-minute informational talk delivered by local
college graduates. Using survey data linked to administrative records, we analyze
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student beliefs and evaluate the intervention. Findings show that most students
overestimate true college premiums and are generally unaware of funding options.
The talk does not affect earning beliefs but improves knowledge of financing
programs, especially among the poor. There is no evidence that information
disclosure affects post-secondary enrollment. However, students in treated schools
who do enroll choose more selective colleges. These positive effects are mostly
driven by students from better socioeconomic backgrounds. We conclude that
information policies are ineffective to raise college enrollment in contexts with
significant academic and financial barriers to entry, but may potentially affect
certain students’ choice of college.
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