Seminario de Microeconomia Aplicada - The Origins and Deep Ripples of
the Opioid Epidemic

Seminarios v talleres

El seminario de Microeconomia Aplicada del Banco de la Republica es un espacio para discutir trabajos
en progreso en las diferentes areas de la microeconomia aplicada como economia laboral, organizacion
industrial, economia de la salud, economia agricola, economia de la educacion, desarrollo econémico,
crimen, economia publica, medio ambiente, entre otras.

Carolina Arteaga: Profesora de economia en la Universidad de Toronto. Recibi6é su doctorado en
economia en 2019 por parte de la Universidad de California, Los Angeles, y trabaja en temas de salud,
educacion, género y crimen.

Resumen del documento: This paper studies the origins and consequences of the opioid epidemic.
Drawing on recently unsealed records from state litigation against Purdue Pharma, we exploit detailed
features of the marketing of OxyContin, which initially targeted the cancer pain market, to assess the
role of supply side factors and to instrument for the level of prescription opioids. We document a strong
link between Purdue Pharma’s promotional targeting and future increases in the supply of prescription
opioids and deaths from prescription opioids and all opioids. In terms of indirect effects we find that the
epidemic triggered a large increase in disability and SNAP claims and was accompanied by worsening
of infant health and increased non-matrital fertility rates.

Tiempo de exposicion: 1:30 p. m. a 3:00 p. m.
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